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Reading Workshop

This year during Urban Teacher World we will be reading The Wave, by Todd Strasser. Individually, you will each select a text to read independently. The two texts that you have to choose from are Keeping the Night Watch by Hope Anita Smith and Yummy: The Last Days of a Southside Shorty by G. Neri. Today, Addie will give a book talk on both of these novels to help you with the decision making process.
What is a Reader’s Profile?

A Reader’s Profile is a reflection of who you are as a reader. It is important to consider this in order to recognize your reading strengths and weaknesses. With this knowledge you can work on bettering your reading abilities. Reflecting on your reading also allows you to consider the different type of reading you do in life. By considering the different types you can also consider the genres and types you are missing out on.

How do I create a Reader’s Profile?

You will continue to reflect and reconsider who you are as a reader throughout the remainder Urban Teacher World. It is important to be honest, thoughtful, and detailed in your description of yourself as a reader. Nate will be presenting his own Reader’s Profile to give you a general idea of what it consists of. To create your Reader’s Profile, answer the following questions in paragraph in your Writer's Notebook:

1. Where is your favorite place to read? Why?
2. What types of stories do you read the most? The least? Do you prefer fiction or nonfiction?

3. What books did you read this year in school? Did you choose most of the books or did your teachers? Which did you like reading more: texts that you read in school or texts that you choose? Why?

4. What does it mean to be an “active reader”? Do you think you are an active reader? 
5. List the different types of reading you do outside of school. What type of reading do you enjoy the most outside of school?
6. How did you feel about the books you chose to read this year? How did your feelings/response to the book affect your reading?

7. What did you learn about yourself, humans, society, etc. through the different readings?

8. To improve as a reader, how will you go about choosing different books to read in the future?

9. What is the hardest part of reading for you? What is the easiest part?

10. How do you determine which book to read? Have you ever quit reading a book? If so, why? If you haven’t ever put a book down you didn’t enjoy, why didn’t you?

11. What makes a book “good” in your opinion? What makes a book “bad”? Why?

12. Do you ever reread books or portions of books? Why? Do you ever read out loud? Why?

13. Current society does a lot of reading on the computer. There is a lot of new technology that allows us to download books to mobile devices. Is this reading? Does this result in a different reading experience than having the book physically in your hands? Why or why not?
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